
Proposition Information Pamphlet 
 

For a referendum on the part of Resolution 6344 adopted by the Salt 
Lake County Council on December 9, 2025, that approves and adopts 
a final tax rate that exceeds Salt Lake County’s certified tax rate in order 
to collect an additional $36,500,000 in ad valorem taxes. 
 
 
Contents: 
1. A copy of the application for the proposed referendum. 
2. Salt Lake County’s Statement Against the Proposed Referendum. 
3. Salt Lake County’s Initial Fiscal Impact Statement and Legal 

Impact Statement. 
 
 
 
 

This pamphlet must be included in each referendum signature packet. 
Utah Code § 20A-7-604(5)(d)  

 

 
 
  



































Salt Lake County’s Statement Against the Proposed Referendum 

DO NOT SIGN the property tax referendum petition. 

Salt Lake County’s core budget (general fund) is responsible for funding the County’s primary 
responsibilities. A successful referendum will force the County to make significant cuts to critical 
public services to balance the budget, or lead to an even bigger tax increase at a later date.  

RISK TO PUBLIC SAFETY: 
Over seventy percent of Salt Lake County’s general fund is dedicated to funding public 
safety, including law enforcement and the prosecution of crime, jail operations, flood 
control, canyon fire prevention, and search and rescue. 

Salt Lake County Sheriff’s Office, its Metro Gang Unit, and its Drug Enforcement Agency 
Task Force would suffer setbacks to mission-critical work. Additionally, Salt Lake County 
operates the largest jail in the state, and its District Attorney’s Office oversees more 
criminal prosecutions than any other jurisdiction. 

RISK TO CRITICAL PROGRAMS: 
Seniors and other vulnerable members of our community rely on our meals-on-wheels 
program, access to senior centers, and youth and human services. These and other county-
funded homelessness, mental health, and substance abuse programs would all be 
compromised.  

RISK TO ELECTIONS: 
The County Clerk’s ability to conduct safe and secure elections would be at risk. 
Additionally, the Clerk processes passports and provides marriage licenses, and those 
services would be at risk as well. 

RISK TO RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES: 
Funding to operate our award-winning system of trails, community parks, and recreation 
centers will be jeopardized. This could impact Butterfield Trailhead Regional Park, 
Dimple Dell Regional Park, Salt Lake City Sports Complex, South Jordan Recreation 
Center, and Wheeler Farm, to name a few. 

RISK TO CORE COUNTY FUNCTIONS: 
State Law requires funding for the offices of the Treasurer, Surveyor, Recorder, Assessor, 
and Auditor. These well-run operations will be compromised.  

The decision to increase property taxes was not taken lightly. Salt Lake County always balances 
its budget and has raised property taxes for the general fund only once over the past decade, 
preferring instead to seek budget cuts and other cost-saving measures to give residents the best 
value. However, after over half a decade of significant cost inflation and rapid population growth, 
delivering top-tier public services has become impossible without a modest tax increase ($5.41 
per month for the average homeowner).  

In short, we urge you: DO NOT SIGN the referendum petition.  



Salt Lake County’s Initial Fiscal Impact Statement  
and Legal Impact Statement 

 
The Salt Lake County budget officer estimates that repealing the tax increase as proposed by this 
referendum will have a significant fiscal impact as follows:  

 
FISCAL IMPACT 

Total Estimated Fiscal Impact of Repealing the Tax Increase ............................$37,960,000.00 
 
Total Estimated Decrease for Each Type of Tax That  
Would Be Impacted by Repealing the Tax Increase: 
Property Taxes ...........................................................................................................$36,500,000.00 
Motor Vehicle Fee In Lieu ..........................................................................................$1,460,000.00 

Total ..............................................................................................................$37,960,000.00 
 
Sources of Funding for the Estimated Costs That Would  
Be Associated with Repealing the Tax Increase: 
General Fund Property Tax ..................................................................................................100% 
 
Estimated Costs or Savings to State and Local  
Government Entities if the Tax Increase is Repealed:  
Cost to Salt Lake County .......................................................................................$37,960,000.00 
 

LEGAL IMPACT  
It is not clear that any legal impacts or liabilities would result from repealing the tax increase. 

 
SUMMARY  

Property taxes are the primary revenue source for Salt Lake County government operations. 
Occasional tax increases allow the county to keep up with inflationary pressures that occur in its 
budget such as wage increases, CPI increases, rising utility costs, etc. Repealing this tax increase 
would directly affect all county organizations funded by property taxes, most notably the county 
jail, district attorney’s office, parks and recreation, the legal defender and criminal justice services. 
The motor vehicle fee in lieu tax, which is linked to the ad valorem property tax rate, would also 
be affected. The revenue loss is estimated at $37,960,000. 
 
 




